College KnowledgePRIVATE 

English 94, 96, 98, and 99

Integrating Quotations

1.  Provide a clear signal phrase to prepare your reader for your quotation.


Negi has mixed feelings about her mother's working outside their home.  She notices that Mami enjoys her independence, and she also notices that the neighbors treat her differently. Describing her walk to school, Negi says,  "But I couldn't close my ears to their insults, couldn't avert my eyes quickly enough to miss their hate-filled looks" (Santiago 123).

To avoid monotony, vary the signal phrase:  
adds


comments


implies


reasons

acknowledges
confirms


illustrates

rejects

admits

declares


insists


reports

agrees

denies


notes

    

responds

argues

disputes


observes

    
suggests

believes

emphasizes


points out

 
thinks

2.  It is not always necessary to quote a full sentence from your source.  You may wish to borrow only a phrase or to weave your source's sentence into your own.


Negi notices that her mother's job evokes hostility among some of their neighbors.  The women ignored Mami when they saw her coming, "as if looking at her would infect them with whatever made her go out and get a job" (122).

Notice the order of punctuation marks around the quotations above:  “ . . . go out and get a job”  (122).  This is correct for any quote shorter than 4 lines of text.  If your quote is longer, then you must use a “block quote” format, separating your words from the author you quote.  The placement of the period and parentheses changes, and the quotation marks are unnecessary.

Note:  You are not expected to use a block quote in the Summary and Response assignment.

Adapted from Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference. 3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford Books/St. 
Martin’s, 1995.  264-66.  

